

Kirklington Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Monday 6th January 2020 (commencing 7.30pm).
Present: Bob Radford (RSR)(Chair), Andrew Twidale (AT), Ian Woolridge (IW), Sarah Sturgeon (SS), Martin Smith (MS), Patrick Mitchell (PM) , Cllr Bruce Laughton (BL), Cllr Penny Rainbow (PR), Cllr Malcolm Brock (MB), Helen Cowlan (HC) (Clerk)
Public: Tim Butler (TB), Liz Butler (LB), Peter Phillips (PP), John Morley (JM)
1. Apologies for absence 

Sally Broughton (SB) – not available.  Apologies were accepted by the Parish Council.
2. Declaration of interest 

None declared.
3. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting, held on Mon 4th November 2019, were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed AT, seconded MS.
4. Adjournment for matters to be raised by the public for future consideration

Dyke / flooding concerns – TB provided a thorough overview of issues and concerns about how water flows (or sometimes doesn’t flow) along the dyke which runs from the back of his land down towards Church Lane (at the field edge).  Whilst the steep sides of the bank make it unlikely that it will overflow, it can get ‘backed up’ when clogged with overgrowth and/or debris, especially that which gets trapped in the grill.  Water flows are also impacted by water flowing from road drains.  Many of the residents from the houses closest to the dyke have been trying to help to clear the dyke wherever possible.  TB has attempted to make contact with the landowner to try and find agreement with regard to a maintenance plan.  AT advised he had been made aware of plans to use an excavator at the Church Lane end but that weather conditions had been a hindrance.  It was acknowledged that whilst the field side of the dyke can be easier to clear, the opposite side can be harder due to overhanging branches and fences preventing easy access.  AT understood that works would be completed when possible, and that it should be reviewed at least twice a year.  TB advised he was happy to continue to monitor and inform the landowner when action or help was needed.  TB acknowledged that although water levels were generally low for the majority of the year, during very wet periods they could quickly rise and flooding could have a big impact on residents’ land/property which could also have implications for insurance (hence issues have also been put in writing to KPC).  It would be important for any branches/cuttings to be disposed of carefully to ensure access is not restricted.  TB advised he would like to be able to have an onsite meeting with the landowner to highlight issues and to be able to discuss, understand and agree priorities – AT suggested contacting a member of staff (TT) to arrange this.  TB enquired what the Parish Council felt its role should be.  IW stated, and all members agreed, that whilst the bulk of the responsibility should lie with the landowner, the PC could provide help and support as required to ensure progress was made.  TB also suggested that the layout of pipes carrying rain/flood water from the road into the dyke could be reviewed.  The pipe currently carries water into Tim’s land, then goes under the footpath into the culvert.  (Note – this discussion is linked to action point 19-48). Action(s) – TB to contact TT to arrange site meeting; AT to review drawings and options for whether or not pipes could/should be routed differently (19-48).
Southwell Road parking – PP provided copies of an update from a meeting held with the Police Inspector.  AT reiterated that KPC have previously requested assistance and made suggestions, and will continue to work with NCC to see what can be done.  The use of road markings had, previously, been discouraged due to the fact that guarantees could not be made about hem being effectively monitored and enforced.  HC confirmed that Kirklington School was selected as part of one of four pilot schemes within the County under which parking would be assessed and solutions suggested.  The scheme is for one year and whilst KPC can continue to request updates / check progress is being made, it is unlikely that any further information will be available until later in the year.  At this point a clearer picture will be given as to possible solutions.  JM advised that a landowner has offered a field which could be used for parking.  HC confirmed that NCC are reviewing one offer.  JM expressed interest in parking being made available at the Church.  Previous vicars had not wanted to pursue this.  JM may seek further advice now that the vicar has changed.  There remains a danger, however, of parking and traffic issues being moved from Southwell Road to the Main Road (A617) which it was felt would be even more dangerous.  SS outlined issues that would be caused if parking was provided down School Lane (as used to be the case) and that led the School to make the decision to stop cars accessing the lane.  MB gave reassurance that steps were being taken but reconfirmed the need to wait for the outcome of the pilot scheme.  PP was disappointed that written notification had not been provided to explain why the idea to use the lay-by was not taken further.  PM and HC confirmed that Highways had provided the information during a previous site visit about another issue but that this could be checked again (dependent on the outcome of the pilot scheme).  (Note – this discussion is linked to action point 17-53).
Footpath – the footpath that runs between Church Lane and School Lane would benefit from some additional hardcore to fill a dip.  Action – RSR to contact TT to ask if this is possible (20-01).
5. County and District Councillor items
· Robin Hood Caravan Park – PR advised there are no updates at this time.
· A614/A46 road improvements – BL advised a meeting will be held with MPs regarding the projects, to mitigate problems that may result from the East/West connectivity (e.g. traffic volumes and flows).
· Potholes – BL confirmed that the pothole machine is due in March.  There have been differences in the type of reporting and the data used to compile information, which has led to some inaccuracies with regard to the stats produced across the country (which show Nottinghamshire as one of the worst counties for numbers of potholes but doesn’t accurately reflect the number reported or repaired).
· Gulley clearance – IW enquired when the works to complete gulley clearance (A617) are due.  Action – BL to contact Highways (MK) for further information (20-02).
6. Safer Neighbourhood Group (SS)
No updates have been received.  The next meeting is later in the month.
7. Action points review
 (all) 


	Number
	PC member
	Subject
	Date Raised
	Status

	16-45
	HC
	Ivy Farm
	Nov-16
	ongoing

	
	
	It appears that some sort of works are taking place but no further information is known as yet.
	
	

	
	
	Action: Continue to monitor. 
	
	

	17-53
	HC
	School - Parking issues/ O'thorpe Speed Limit/ related CIL
	Oct-17
	ongoing

	
	
	Please see agenda item 4 for updates from / discussions with residents who attended the meeting. HC has been in contact with NCC (copy already circulated to KPC) who are reviewing options with regard to the offer of a field for parking - investigations are being made into how the land is being offered, access, likelihood of use etc.  Proposals and quotes/costings are also being obtained / reviewed for creating parking for staff on-site at the School.  Although the idea may appear to be simple, there are a number of planning / conservation criteria that need to be considered and costed (e.g. drainage).  An update will be given in January and further details/updates provided at each PC meeting unless required beforehand.   No updates have been received with regard to the pilot scheme although BL has confirmed it is definitely taking place.
	
	

	
	
	Action: Review at February's meeting. 
	
	

	18-08
	SB
	First Aid Training
	Feb-18
	ongoing

	
	
	Action: SB is waiting for Newark Community First Aiders to provide dates for the New Year.
	
	

	18-09
	IW/all
	Hall Farm Lane flooding
	Feb-18
	ongoing

	
	
	Two sets of works have been / are being completed.  It was felt that the situation was currently worse than it was before but would be reviewed after the second set of works had been completed.
	
	

	
	
	Action: Review progress at February's meeting
	
	




	19-13
	HC
	Village signs
	Feb-19
	ongoing

	
	
	HC has written to NSDC who will review whether or not CIL funding could be used for signs.  Village signs vary in price depending on design / format but start from approx. £1500 each.
	
	

	
	
	Action:   Item will be reviewed once more is known about the situation with School parking.
	
	

	19-36
	HC
	Website accessibility
	Jun-19
	ongoing

	
	
	Action: HC to review guidelines and assess what actions are required for KPC’s website.
	
	

	19-45
	HC
	ICO recommendations
	Sep-19
	ongoing

	
	
	Action:   HC to review Information Commissioner's Office recommendations, check links work and circulate emails to KPC members
	
	

	19-48
	AT
	Drainage
	Oct-19
	ongoing

	
	
	Please see agenda item 4 for discussion points.  Consideration needs to be given to the route taken by water which is directed from the main road to the dyke.  BL advised to contact Flooding at NCC for advice, with photos if available.  Need to identify if we need to approach NCC or the Drainage Board for advice.  AT has copies of diagrams and a contact name for NCC.
	
	

	
	
	Action: AT to review possible solutions and the approach to be taken.
	
	

	19-50
	HC
	Blocked drain near The Mill
	Oct-19
	closed

	
	
	Repairs will be completed as part of works already scheduled for the area - date tbc.  No further action needed at this time.
	
	

	19-54
	SS
	SNG updates
	Nov-19
	closed

	
	
	No further action needed at this time.
	
	

	19-55
	HC
	Action Log formatting
	Nov-19
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed and will be checked after each update going forward.
	
	

	19-56
	HC
	Village Hall Bookings
	Nov-19
	closed

	
	
	Request has been made by email.
	
	

	19-57
	HC/SB
	School Boundary
	Nov-19
	ongoing

	
	
	At least 20m of hedgerow has been removed which has left the School boundary open and has presented a huge safeguarding risk.  NCC have completed a site visit and will be investigating boundary ownership, legal and planning requirements, potential solutions and associated costs.  It is possible that the whole boundary will have to be replaced (rather than just the missing section).  There are also likely to be additional costs incurred for the technology required at access points e.g. cameras and/or voice communication channels).  NCC will make decisions about what needs to be done before further decisions can be made about how it would be funded.  One key concern is that match funding requirements may result in public access to the School field being limited or even stopped.  KPC feels strongly that this should not be withdrawn so careful consideration would need to be given to find a way to protect this if threatened - BL advised he could help review what rights are in place if this happens.
	
	

	
	
	Action: HC to continue to liaise with NCC contact (HS) - updates to be provided alongside action point 17-53; SB will also provide updates at each meeting.
	
	




	19-58
	HC
	NSDC Delegation of Amendments
	Nov-19
	closed

	
	
	Reviewed during the meeting - no further cation required.
	
	

	19-59
	HC
	Correspondence
	Nov-19
	closed

	
	
	All actions have been completed.
	
	


8. 
Traffic Report - Accident stats (IW) 
· 2nd Dec - accident near Ivy Farm – Morrison’s van, travelling from Mansfield direction, collided with another vehicle (possibly stationery traffic) – no injuries - Police attended, no serious injuries.
9. Financial matters (IW) 
i) Balances - current account £3513.48, deposit account £19806.52, including CIL funding £15218.18.  This also allows for the donation cheques having been paid in / cashed.
ii) Clerk payment and - payment for November and December’s hours - proposed MS, seconded SS.  
iii) Clerk holiday pay for 2019/20 – IW advised that holiday pay was calculated to pay 12% of average pay (over the previous 12 months) as set out on the government website.  Holiday pay is to be reviewed annually.  KPC members unanimously agreed to the payment in November’s minutes (also proposed and seconded).
iv) Precept estimates 2019/20 – as outlined in November’s minutes, KPC members unanimously agreed to increase the precept by £100 (proposed MS, seconded AT).  Action – IW to submit requirements to NSDC by 31st January 2020. 

v) NALC update – the s137 limit for 2020/21 has been set at £8.32 per elector.
10. Planning Matters (HC) 
i) 19/01834/TWCA – Somersall House, The Green – application to reduce branches. OUTCOME: full planning permission granted (info only)

ii) 19/01832/TWCA – Linthwaite Cottage, Main Street – application to remove two trees and reduce two others.  OUTCOME: full planning permission granted (info only)

iii) 19/01991/LBC and 19/02113/FUL - The Lodge, Main Street – application to replace existing damaged gate pier.  OUTCOME: KPC members have no objections to the proposals (unanimous).  Action – HC to submit response to NSDC by deadline of 13th January 2020 (20-03).
11. Scheme of Delegation of Amendments (HC)
HC outlined the changes to processes which will see planning applications being reviewed in a more streamlined way and which will enable applications to be given more time in the Planning Meetings.  Local Councillors will have a designated point of contact within the Planning Department.  MB confirmed that the changes will be a positive move.  
12. Clerk “housekeeping” (HC) 
HC advised that additional hours, including a Clerk role, have been taken on (as well as Kirklington, not instead of!) but that there should be no impact to KPC.  Hours will continue to be worked flexibly and that people are welcome to make contact by phone for any urgent issues.  
13. Correspondence (HC) – already circulated / info only:
i) 8/11 November and December’s Policing updates

ii) 14/11 NALC Legal update – confidentiality of minutes, grievance and disciplinary updates
iii) 18/11 Village Hall Insurance update – forwarded for IW to review
iv) 11/12 NALC Smaller Council Committee - elections reminder 
v) 12/12 Church services / foodbank support / Social Club opening hours / 100 Club results – updates sent
vi) NALC Employment Update – covers min wage, parental working rights, flexible working
14. Correspondence (HC) – new / updates / for review:
i) What3words initiative – new initiative / app for finding exact locations.  Action - HC to circulate to KPC/village.
ii) NALC LTN22 – Legal update regarding Grievance and Disciplinary procedures. Action - HC to circulate to KPC
iii) 19/11 Flooding in Edingley – email from resident to ‘compare notes’ on issues (RSR reviewing)
iv) NALC Consultation – Strengthening Police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments – discussion/response needed (deadline 19/2).  ACTION – HC to circulate for KPC members to review and also add to the next agenda for discussion (create grid format).
v) Southwell Super Gullies – update regarding flooding management – installation of better drainage in the area
Action - Correspondence to be circulated - grouped under action point (20-04).
15. A.O.B. (HC):
RSR advised that the NALC AGM was interesting.  The guest speaker gave information about refuse / bin services. Non-recyclable waste goes into the energy system at Ferry Bridge to generate power.  Debate does continue with regard to environmental impacts of transporting wate over such a distance (which can happen in a variety of places across the country).  Handling and sorting of recyclable materials can be sensitive and difficult, as even one incorrect piece of rubbish could mean ‘contamination’ and the waste having to be incinerated.    Action – RSR to organise stickers and leaflets to educate KPC members and residents about what can, and can’t, be recycled (20-05).
16. Date of next meeting  
Monday 3rd February at 7.30pm 
Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan, 22 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark NG24 4NQ; 
Tel: 01636 672234 / 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com; Website www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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