


Kirklington Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 12th May 2025 (commencing 7.00pm)

Present: Cllr Andrew Twidale (Chair) Ian Woolridge (IW)(Treasurer/RFO), Sarah French (SF), Nigel Chattin (NC), Cllr Penny Rainbow (PR) attended part way in to the session, Helen Cowlan (HC)(Clerk).
Public: 3 members present

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Radford, Wheatcroft and Mitchell. RESOLVED – It was unanimously agreed to accept the apologies.
2. Minutes of last meeting 
The minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2024 were approved as a true record of the meeting – unanimously approved.
3. Chairman’s Annual Report on behalf of the Parish Council 
The Chairman’s report, written by Cllr Radford, was read out by Cllr Twidale.

This is my last report as Chairman. I will remain as a Parish Councillor and I give my full support to the new Chairman or Chairwoman. I have been PC Chairman for a number of years and I would like to thank the people of this Parish for giving me a lot of support and encouragement in
keeping the wheels on. Thank you.

I show below how we split the jobs of the PC among the Councillors. This means that we do not wait for a meeting to do jobs, we get on with it as it happens:
RSR, Chair --Highways – Health and Safety –Church Xmas Tree – Bank signatory.
NC: Village School, Village School Governor/Liaison.
AT: Planning, Vice Chair, VHMC Liaison, Bank signatory, and the defibrillator.
IW: Treasurer, accident reporting, Wings liaison, and bank signatory.
PM : Verges, street lighting, and footpaths.
GW, Vice Chair: Flooding and drains
SF: Wings School and SNG Committee-Police Liaison.

Wings School
We have set up a new contact system with the Head Master at Wings School. In this area, we currently have several problems to resolve. Sarah and Ian do all the liaison work, and the council thank them for their work.

KPC ACCOUNTS
Ian keeps us in the black with the accounts. Every month he keeps up to date with all the bank balances and manages the Precept so that we have enough to resolve any issues. The Current Precept has had a major increase to cover the cost of a flood survey, high viz safety vests and hand-held radios for the Flood Wardens. Thanks go to Ian for doing a great job with the Kirklington pennies.

Police Liaison
We get regular e-mail news from the Police. We use the PC system and WhatsApp group chat to keep you all updated.

Planning Applications
The Council receive a significant amount of Planning requests from other Local issues as well as our own. We are currently keeping an eye on plans for the Bilsthorpe incinerator and a
large Solar Farm near Caunton that could have an impact on Kirklington.
School Parking
In this area the Council have at last a breakthrough. The County Council have agreed a scheme to restrict parking at entrance to School Lane. We believe it will start soon. It is hoped that this change will ease the traffic problems at School closure and opening times.

Flooding – Storm Babet – Ian’s latest report
The Action Group has since engaged with NCC Flood risk team, NCC Highways and Drainage, the local Inland Drainage Board, Severn Trent Water and with the Flood Warden training team.
A number of exploratory investigations have already taken place and actions are currently being formulated in order to minimise future potential risks across the village. There is an update meeting in the Village Hall with the Flood Group giving a report on progress in the near future.
I attach below the latest Flood report from Ian:
“During the last year, there has been some significant activity throughout Kirklington to rectify damage caused by the floods of October 2023 and in further mitigation work for prevention of future major incidents. All homeowners affected directly have either completed or nearly completed work to hopefully prevent similar flooding in the future. The Kirklington Flood Action Group are driving the process to improve the Kirklington preparedness for future events by taking the lead on several fronts to help the village overall. We now have a group of a dozen or so NCC fully trained flood wardens within the village to help deal with any future events. Equipment has been obtained from NCC & NSDC, such as flood warning signs, large traffic cones and a supply of aquasacs (primarily for use by the Village Hall and Church) which are all stored in the newly erected stored shed behind the Village Hall. The Parish Council took the decision to create a flood fund, by increasing the annual precept, for use by the working group to specifically facilitate items
deemed necessary for the village overall: the storage shed was provided by the Village Hall Committee with its cost shared between the VH and KPC (Flood group). Liaison with NCC and VIA highways continues, resulting in a number of planned drainage improvements along the A617, currently scheduled for July 2025, which aims to reduce the surface water lying along the carriageway during periods of heavy rain.”

V E Date Celebrations
The Parish Council are working with the Village Hall and the Church to organise a Street Party on Monday 5th May. All are welcome.

Village Entrance Signs
The PC has been awarded a Council Grant for half the cost of the entrance signs. The PC is now looking at other funding means to make up the shortfall. 

The Parish Council/District/County Teams
A very big thank you to the whole team who support the Parish Council (Local/District/County Councillors) as without their commitment we could not provide a service to the village.

Bob Radford, Chairman, Kirklington Parish Council PC. 12.04.2025
 
4. County and District Councillor items
As no District or County Councillors were at the meeting at this point, there were no updates to give or receive.  RESOLVED - It was resolved to return to this item if and when Cllrs were able to join later in the meeting.

5. Open session to allow residents to raise any matters they wish the Parish Council to consider 
Update from the Church – a polite request was made for the Christmas Tree to be removed, which will be possible soon due to availability of people to help.  It was felt that liaisons between the Church and the Hall were improving and were helpful.  Numbers attending Church have been low but efforts are being made to encourage engagement.  A number of improvements have been made including to the audio system, which will help everyone to hear clearly.

RESOLVED – It was unanimously resolved to move agenda 11 form the main meeting agenda to this point, to enable public participation.

Village signs – thanks were given to the Parish Council for efforts in securing grant funding for the village signs project (confirmed as £6000).  Next steps, financially, will be to review funding avenues to fill the gap between the grant and overall cost.  It was provisionally suggested, and agreed, that the new signs are placed in the locations of current signs (approximately), including consideration being given for a simple sign on Normanton Road.  Suggestions were given for next steps for the project in terms of creating designs and engaging with residents as part of this. 
VEDay Celebrations – celebrations were successful despite not being granted permission for a road closure – it was a good fundraiser.
Road safety – it was requested that the PC clarify whether or not ‘rumble strips’ could be placed on road at The Mill (entering the Village from the Southwell end).  RESOLVED – it was agreed that the Clerk dig out previous correspondence and get a status update.  Clerk will also request re-siting of “30 for a reason” signs which have dropped and/or been damaged along Southwell Rd – thanks were given for highlighting the issue.

Meeting ended at 1930 to start the Parish Council meetings.




























Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan, 22 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark NG24 4NQ;
Tel: 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com;
Website: www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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