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Kirklington Annual Parish Council Meeting & Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 
(combined) – minutes 

Minutes for the meetings on Monday 12th May 2025 (following on from the Annual Parish Meeting). 
 

 
Present: Cllr Andrew Twidale (Chair) Cllr Ian Woolridge (IW)(Treasurer/RFO), Cllr Sarah French (SF), Cllr Nigel Chattin 
(NC), Cllr Penny Rainbow (PR), Helen Cowlan (HC)(Clerk).   
Public: none 

 

 Annual Meeting formalities 
1. Election of new Chair  

There was unanimous proposal and agreement for Cllr Twidale to be elected as Chairman of the Parish 
Council. Proposed Cllr Woolridge, seconded Cllr French. 

2. Election of new Vice-Chair 
There was unanimous agreement for Cllr Chatting to be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council. 
Proposed Cllr Twidale, seconded Cllr Woolridge. 

3. Election of new Treasurer  
There was unanimous agreement for IW to be re-elected as Treasurer/RFO of the Parish Council. 
Proposed Cllr French, seconded Cllr Chattin. 

4. Apologies for absence 
Cllrs Radford, Wheatcroft and Mitchell had given apologies for the meeting.  RESOLVED – it was 
unanimously resolved to accept the apologies. 

5. Declarations of Interest 
None. 

6. Minutes of last ordinary Parish Council Meeting  
The minutes from the last ordinary Parish Council meeting, held on 31st March 2025, were unanimously 
approved and signed as being a true record of the meeting – prop Cllr Twidale, sec Cllr Woolridge.   

7. Roles for the forthcoming year (2025-26)  
AT –Chair - Planning – VHMC Liaison - bank signatory – defibrillator. 
NC – Vice-Chair, Village School / Governor Liaison - Flooding 
RSR – Highways – Health and Safety – Church Christmas tree – bank signatory. 
IW – Treasurer - accident reporting - Wings School liaison – flooding - bank signatory. 
PM - verges – street lighting - footpaths. 
GW – flooding – drains. 
SF – Wings School liaison – SNG Committee/Police Liaison (if meetings restart). 

Roles were unanimously agreed, however, in reality any Parish Councillor is happy to take ownership of 
any issues as required in order for actions to be completed in a timely manner.   

8. Adoption of the Chairman’s Annual Report 
The outgoing Chairman’s Annual report was unanimously adopted.   

9. Treasurer’s Annual Report / adoption  
Overall, our expected day to day income and expenditure was better than our anticipated plans 
this time, largely due to no major items of unexpected costs being incurred. However, this was the first of 
two years when KPC raised the precept by an additional £2000, to add to the established Flood Fund 
reserve for the village to cover any specific expenditure on flood related matters. Consequently, in 
conjunction with the Village Hall, a new storage shed was purchased in order to store securely, flood 
signs and equipment as well as Village Hall equipment. The costs were shared with the Village Hall. 
In addition, KPC received a flood related grant from NSDC which also added to the Flood Fund, 
and was used to purchase a stock of aquasacs for use, primarily by the Church and Village Hall 
in the event of further flooding. 
 
No further Community Infrastructure grants were forthcoming in this financial year. 
 
Income – In 2024/25, KPC increased the annual precept by £300 to £7,000 in line with our usual 
policy to achieve our standard reserves at the recommended levels of 1 1/2 our annual precept. 
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Interest received on the Reserves was over £300 this year although this is likely to reduce going 
forward as interest rate decline and projects undertaken. 
  
Costs – 
Overall, the Parish Council spent £7,860, an increase of £200 from last year. As KPC has done for 
several years, the continued regular practice of helping towards the major 
village assets, KPC donated £1,200 towards the Village Church upkeep, allowed under S137 
Local Gvt Act, and a further £1,200 towards the upkeep of the Village Hall. Again, this is 
permitted within national guideline Section 19.3 of the Local Gvt Act. 
  
Much of our costs, was in line with budget expectations again, covering items such as the GPDR 
licence and website cost, NALC membership, training etc. the only unexpected extra cost was for 
the Church Christmas tree which at £247, was nearly double the expected cost. 
  
Flood related expenditure was over £1,900 (storage shed and flood equipment) 
In conclusion, KPC achieved an overall surplus of £3,762 for 2024/25, above expectations but 
accounted for by the £3,000 flood reserve.   
 
Formal thanks were, again, given to Cllr Woolridge for his work.  The Finance report was unanimously 
approved and adopted.   
 
Ordinary Meeting formalities 

10. Action points review  
Lineage – one of the signs near the entrance has been repositioned which is contributing to some 
reduction in the number of HGVs incorrectly turning into the site, although it is important to try and 
reduce this further – still an average of two each day currently.  It is hoped to drive engagement with 
‘whatthreewords’. An update will be provided from the local MPS office once received. 
School – It appears that the parking has improved to some extent recently.  The ideal would be that the 
car park on site is always full, with parking on the front only if it is full, and no double parking unless a 
last resort to ensure that access is maintained.  Consideration will be given to Cllr Chattin approaching 
the School directly for a conversation about the situation. 

11. Village signs 
Thanks were given to the Parish Council for efforts in securing grant funding for the village signs project 
(confirmed as £6000).  Next steps, financially, will be to review funding avenues to fill the gap between 
the grant and overall cost.  It was provisionally suggested, and agreed, that the new signs are placed in 
the locations of current signs (approximately), including consideration being given for a simple sign on 
Normanton Road.  Suggestions were given for next steps for the project in terms of creating designs and 
engaging with residents as part of this. RESOLVED – It was resolved that the Clerk will clarify how 
funding will be received as so far £4500 of £6000 has been paid. 

12. WINGS  
No known issues or concerns. 

13. Traffic Report  
No accidents reported. 

14. Financial matters 
i) Balances – as at the end of April - current account £7559.52, deposit account £24653.80 (inc CIL 

£12297.90, flood reserves £4073.21 and normal reserves £8282.69).   
ii) Clerk payment – payment for April was approved - proposed Cllr Twidale, seconded Cllr Woolridge.  
iii) Flood reserves expenditure – none made / due. 
iv) Payments made since last meeting – none made. 
v) Payments due before next meeting – none due. 
vi) Receipt of precept – confirmation that first instalment has been received, with £1000 being 

transferred to the Flood reserve as previously approved. 
vii) Receipt of VE Day Grant – grant payment of £200 has been received from NSDC and transferred to 

VHMC – unanimously agreed. 
viii) Insurance renewal – payment of £394.64 will be paid and will be the final year of a three-year 

agreement. Prop Cllr Chattin, sec Cllr French. 
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At this point Cllr Rainbow had arrived and it was resolved to discuss any Councillor update here: 
 
Cllr Rainbow advised there was no particular news of importance due to focus on elections but there will 
be a meeting of the Full Council next week after which she will have further updates.  The Community 
Plan is being reviewed to ensure it is in line with processes.  There will be a transition period of 2-3 
years towards the unitary position and there will, therefore, not be the normal re-election process at 
District when it would normally be due. 

15. End of Year Finances Review 2024-25: 
i) Annual Approval of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2025 – unanimous approval – proposed 

Cllr Twidale, seconded Cllr Chattin. 
ii) Approval of Certificate of Exemption for the year ended 31 March 2025 – unanimous approval – 

proposed Cllr French, seconded Cllr Twidale. 
iii) Approval of the Annual Governance Statement for the year ended 31 March 2025 – unanimous 

approval – proposed Cllr Chattin, seconded Cllr French. 
iv) Approval of the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025 – unanimous approval – 

proposed Cllr Twidale, seconded Cllr Chattin. 
16. Planning Matters: 

i) 3/24/01018/CMA (NCC ref.no.) – Kirklington A Wellsite, Hockerton Rd – advanced notice received 
ahead of submitting permission to vary conditions applying to final restoration of the site (to revert 
back to previous proposals due to change of land ownership). Action: await formal application 
submission (date tbc). 

ii) Top o’the Hill development – it is understood that retrospective planning permission will need to be 
submitted for works that have been completed, and NCC are reviewing works carried out at the 
entrance. 

iii) 25/00461/TWCA – 3 The Green – crown/reduction works to two trees.  Outcome:  NSDC has no 
objections (info only). 
iv) 25/00526/TWCA – Kirklington Primary School – tree reduction works (one tree). Outcome:  

NSDC has no objections (info only). 
17. Review of Policies 

Clerk will review changes made to Financial Regulations and Standing Orders, and bring new version(s) 
to a future meeting.  Action: Clerk will review policies for content, updates, and frequency of 
review that is needed, with a view to staggering approval at future meetings.  

18. Litter Picking 
An enquiry has been received from a resident to provide litter picking equipment.  The Clerk advised 
NSDC has been contacted to check the current process / support available in case Parish Council 
support is not needed. The Clerk will provide update once received. 

19. Website / email address updates 
The Parish Council website address now ends .gov.uk (not .co.uk).  Legislation is likely to require a 
move to have at least the main Parish Council email / contact address to be an ‘owned’ domain during 
this financial year.  The Clerk is researching options to enable a move away from using Gmail. 

20. A617 roadworks 
An update was given that the A617 will have overnight closures during 19-22 May, to repaint white road 
markings, although they may be completed sooner. 

21. Correspondence 
i) NSDC Consultation Land Availability Assessment – no comments during the meeting but may be 

emailed for the Clerk to collate and respond by 19/5. 
ii) Martyn’s Law – key changes will affect venues of 200+ and 800+ capacity. Although information will 

be shared with VHMC as received, for best practise and awareness. 
iii) NCC Consultation draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) – no comments during the meeting 

but may be emailed for the Clerk to collate and respond by 16/6. 
22. Date of next meeting – 2nd June 2025 at 7.30pm. 

The next Annual Meetings date will be agreed early in 2026. 
 
Meeting ended 20.55 
 

Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan, 22 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark NG24 4NQ; 
email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com; Tel: 01636 672234 / 07905 787086 

website: www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 


