
Kirklington Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council held in the Village Hall on Monday 4th November 2019 (commencing 7.30pm).
Present: Bob Radford (RSR)(Chair), Sally Broughton (SB), Andrew Twidale (AT), Ian Woolridge (IW), Martin Smith (MS), Cllr Bruce Laughton (BL), Cllr Penny Rainbow (PR), Cllr Malcolm Brock (MB), Helen Cowlan (HC) (Clerk)
Public: none
1. Apologies for absence 

Sarah Sturgeon (SS), Patrick Mitchell (PM) and Cllr Peter Harris (PH) were all unable to attend.  Apologies were accepted by the Parish Council.
2. Declaration of interest 

None declared.
3. Minutes of last meeting

The minutes from the last meeting, held on Mon 7th October 2019, were agreed and signed as a true record. Proposed IW, seconded SB.
4. Adjournment for matters to be raised by the public for future consideration

None.

5. County and District Councillor items
· A614 road improvements project – RSR has received a letter from MP Mark Spencer outlining the project to make improvements to the road.  BL advised they will start at the Ollerton end working down towards Lowdham, and including Eakring Road, Mickledale, Lockwell Hill, White Post and the Leicester junction.  Works will include the filling in of dips, installation of traffic lights, and the Ollerton roundabout being made larger.  Works are expected to start in 2021.  IW raised a concern about the traffic volumes and speeds which may be altered if major works are taking place at each end of the A617 (A614 and A46), which BL noted.
· Parish Conference – PR advise the Parish Conference was interesting and information should be circulated shortly.  Free trees are being offered to NSDC residents.  There will be a review of emissions outside Schools (although this may not impact Kirklington as cars do not park directly outside the School playground).  There will also be reviews of / relating to recycling initiatives for food and bottles.  

· Match funding – PR advised there is a Council initiative where match funding is available for new projects.  BL advised he is looking into this for future as match funding can be more of a challenge for small councils.
· Hall Farm Lane – RSR advised that the bottom of Hall Farm Lane had deep water again.  Action – BL to chase for date of scheduled works (18-09).
6. Safer Neighbourhood Group (SS)
No updates were available.  Action:  SS to forward any updates as required (19-54).
7. Action points review
 (all) - Action – HC to review format of table to ensure prints properly (19-55).
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Ivy Farm

It appears that some sort of works are taking place but no 

further information is known as yet.

Action: Continue to monitor. 

School - Parking issues/ O'thorpe Speed Limit/ related CIL

HC has requested that any minutes are circulated, and has set 

a calendar invite to request monthly updates from relevant 

parties.  RSR provided an update regarding a letter from 

concerned resident (JM) - RSR has spoken to JM to confirm that 

the PC always has been, and continues to be, supportive but 

that the matter has been escalated so whilst the PC can 

continue to push for updates and actions, the final outcomes are 

not within the PC's control at this point.  RSR confirmed that the 

PC would not be responsible for, and had not agreed to, funding 

of 'H-bars'.  RSR advised that care needs to be taken when 

taking photos to ensure that children are not included.

Action: BL to chase progress / updates.

16-45HCNov-16ongoing

17-53BLOct-17ongoing
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Action: SB is waiting for Newark Community First Aiders to 

provide dates for the New Year.

Hall Farm Lane flooding

Review once Highways have completed actions / repairs

Action: BL to speak to Highways to enquire about dates for 

proposed works

Village signs

HC has written to NSDC who will review whether or not CIL 

funding could be used for signs.  Village signs vary in price 

depending on design / format but start from approx. £1500 each.

Action:   Item will be reviewed once more is known about 

the situation with School parking.

Website accessibility

Action: HC to review guidelines and assess what actions 

are required for KPC’s website.

Overgrown footpath

Hedgerow has been cut back - no further actions required at this 

time.

WINGS School

Contact information and processes have been added to the 

Parish Council website - no further actions required at this time.

ICO recommendations

Action:   HC to review Information Commissioner's Office 

recommendations, check links work and circulate emails 

to KPC members

Donations

All actions have been completed

Drainage

HC read out the email update provided by the residents who 

raised the concern.  KPC members agreed that although some 

clearance has been completed if there are still issues the 

landowner(s) would need to take ownership, so a key action 

would be to identify / confirm who owns each side of the bank 

and the bottom of the dyke.  A meeting between all parties 

would help to agree responsibilities and actions.

Action: HC to update residents.

A617 speeding and road surface noise

Highways have advised that the initiative that annually monitored 

traffic (and completed the traffic surveys) as come to an end (for 

all villages not just Kirklington) - requests for surveys cannot be 

made within three years of the previous one unless there is a 

specific / urgent need.   HC has emailed residents about how to 

report issues, and updated the PC website.  HC to replied to the 

resident who raised the issues to thank / update them.

Blocked drain near The Mill

Action: HC to chase response

Correspondence

Correspondence has been circulated

NALC Holiday Pay update

Actions have been updated within the minutes (agenda item 9).

Audit Consultation

All actions have been completed
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8. Traffic Report - Accident stats (IW) 
· 14th Oct (evening) – accident at the edge of the village near Maxey’s – car hit a lamp post and ended up on its roof – emergency services attended, no serious injury
· 27th Oct (5am) – at the edge of the village, at the first bend when heading towards Mansfield – car hit a tree and ended up upside down, believed to be a drink driving incident – emergency services attended.

9. Financial matters (IW) 
i) Balances - current account £6674.73, deposit account £19796.33, including CIL funding £15218.18.  
ii) Clerk payment and holiday pay for 2019/20 - payment for October proposed RSR, seconded MS.  
Holiday pay – IW advised that holiday pay is normally based on averages over the previous 12 weeks.  From April, the system will change so that figures are based on the average over the previous year.  IW proposed that monies are calculated and paid in January to have a full year of figures, and before the end of year accounts.  IW gave HC a copy of the calculations that will be used.  KPC members unanimously agreed to this – proposed MS, seconded RSR.

iii) Village Hall Rental – KPC member unanimously agreed to authorise the payment of £300.00 for rental of the Village Hall (Jan-Nov 2019).  Proposed AT, seconded SB.

iv) Village Hall 2019/20 – KPC members unanimously agreed to continue to give support to the Village Hall with a payment of £1200.00 as in previous years.  Proposed SB, seconded AT.

v) Village Church 2019/20 – KPC members unanimously agreed to continue to give support to the Church with a payment of £1200.00 as in previous years.  Proposed RSR, seconded MS.

vi) Village War Memorial 2019/20 – KPC members unanimously agreed to continue to contribute towards the upkeep of the memorial with a payment of £300.00.  Proposed RSR, seconded MS.
Special amendment to agenda:

Precept requirements for 2020/21 budget – KPC members agreed that the precept could be reviewed ahead of submission to NSDC in January.  IW went through the spreadsheet records to review income and expenditure – historical and projected (including calculations for precept increases at three different percentages).  IW reminded members of the aim / requirement to have at least 1.5 times the annual precept in reserve in case of unexpected and/or emergency spending.  Reserves have been building gradually to minimise expense to residents.  IW proposed an increase in precept of 1.5% which would equate to an increase of £100 overall for the year (as a village).    The increase was unanimously agreed – proposed MS, seconded AT.

RSR formally thanked IW for his work with the financial side of business.

10. Planning Matters (HC) 
i) 19/01421/FUL – Holmlea, Southwell Rd – application for replacement rear extension.  OUTCOME:  full planning permission granted (info only).
ii) 19/01709/TWCA – WINGS School, Main St – removal and replanting of two horse chestnut trees and one ash tree, also the removal of a dead branch (over drive).  OUTCOME – full planning permission granted (info only).
11. KPC Meeting dates for 2020 (HC)
HC advised that the dates for meetings in 2020 will be:  6th Jan, 3rd Feb, 2nd Mar, 6th Apr, 4th May (inc annual meetings), 1st Jun, 6th July, 7th Sep, 5th Oct, 2nd Nov.  There will be no meetings in August or December.  Action – HC to send an email to book Village Hall, and all members to update their calendars (19-56).
12. Standing Orders (HC) 
KPC members unanimously agreed to adopt the Standing Orders as circulated by email, to become the working guidance and rules of operation for the Parish Council.  Proposed AT, seconded RSR.
13. School Hedge (all)
A section of hedge has been removed along School Lane which meant that the School’s boundary was compromised and had to be reviewed urgently due to safeguarding requirements.  Temporary fencing has been put in place.  To try and independently establish ownership, HC made enquiries with Land Registry who were unable to confirm who owned that stretch of the boundary hedging.  The School have asked Notts County Council (NCC) to review the situation and advise with regard to next steps, and one site visit has taken place already.  NCC has advised that funding for security fencing would need to be found from existing budgets which means that the School is likely to have to reallocate funds that it had hoped to use elsewhere.  Action – SB to provide update at January’s meeting (19-57).
14. Correspondence (HC):
i) “Take Five to Stop Fraud” – information about how to prevent fraud by telephone, email or text message (already circulated).
ii) NALC Update – Neighbourhood Planning / Health & Well Being Article – information encouraging those with Neighbourhood Plans to include Health & Well Being issues (already circulated).
iii) NCC Consultation on Elective Home education Policy and Children Missing Education (CME) Strategy – deadline 20th November (already circulated).
iv) NSDC Scheme of Delegation Amendments – review of procedures and support for the planning application process – circulated for review at January’s meeting. Action – HC to add to January’s agenda (19-58).
v) Children’s Bereavement Centre Conference–“Building Resilience”–26th November at Castle House – info only.
vi) NALC – VE Day Anniversary events – information about events being held to commemorate the 75th Anniversary.  Action – HC to circulate by email.
vii) NALC Employment Update – how to deal with disputes between Councillors and Clerks / employees (including impacts on health).  Action – HC to circulate by email. 

viii) NALC Smaller Councils Committee – what the Committee does and details of how to join. Action – HC to circulate by email.
ix) Beaumond House Light up a Life Services – Southwell 10th Dec and Newark 19th Dec (already circulated)

x) NSDC Free Trees Scheme – details of how residents and Parish Councils can apply for free trees – deadlines of 11th Nov (residents) and 21st Feb (Parish Councils) – already circulated / info only.
xi) Rural Ageing – ‘Beyond 60’ Research findings about ageing populations. Action–HC to circulate by email.
Action - Correspondence to be circulated - grouped under action point 19-59.
15. Date of next meeting  
Monday 6th January at 7.30pm 
Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan, 22 Cardinal Hinsley Close, Newark NG24 4NQ; 
Tel: 01636 672234 / 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com;
Website www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.co.uk
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