Kirklington Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of Extra-Ordinary meeting on 10" June 2025 7.30pm

Attendees: Clir Andrew Twidale (Chair), Clir Bob Radford (RSR), Clir lan Woolridge (IW), Clir Nigel Chattin (NC), Clir
Sarah French (SF), Clir Patrick Mitchell (PM), Clir Graeme Wheatcroft (GW), Clir Penny Rainbow (PR), Helen Cowlan
(HC)(Clerk)
Public: none

1.

2.

3.

Apologies for absence

Apologies received on behalf of Clir Laughton.

Declaration of interest

None.

Minutes of last meeting (6" June 2025)

Draft minutes of the meeting held on 6" June will be approved at July’s meeting.

It was unanimously approved to review item 6 at this point in the meeting.

Financial matters (IW):
i) Village signs — a payment for the deposit for village signs project needs to be
paid. The amount is being clarified but approval was given to pay up to £6735.00
— proposed ClIr Radford, seconded ClIr Chattin (unanimous).

Returned to agenda order.

Adjournment for matters to be raised by the public for future consideration, and
County/District Councillor items

Solar Farm — an application for a solar farm has been submitted for the field next to Kelham
House, and has been rejected on the basis that it is prime agricultural land. It will go to
appeal and could be a test case. Skansa have advised that the works taking place on the
land currently relate to archaeological works and they are looking at the area in preparation
for the dualling of the A46, although it is not understood how this would be linked.

Food waste bins — Cabinet are reviewing statutory obligations that are coming in to place
for collecting food waste. There are plans for households to (voluntarily) have food waste
bins which will be collected weekly — potentially being processed by the anabolic digester at
Colwick.

School Playing field access

Clir Twidale has spoken to residents with historical knowledge / previous links to the School
who were surprised that access has been revoked, and advised that their documents are
similar to those held by the Parish Council but will be in contact if additional information is
found.

Discussion was held about how ‘consultation’ might be defined, and whether or not
this took place before access being revoked by the Headteacher (Oct 2023) due to damage
being caused. Since then, although NCC were initially approached for advice, and it was
advised that School insurance is now handled by the government, there has been a period
of stalemate about the matter. Initially the School’s insurance covered it, which then moved
to NCC. They claimed liability was an issue despite the Parish Council being able to show
evidence of PC insurance covering liability (which specifically excluded buildings) if there
was fault with the land. If, for example, injury occurred playing football, it would be the
user’s ‘risk’ and not the responsibility of the PC. Further clarity may be needed to check
differences for cover between accidental and deliberate damage.

It appears that provision for supervision had been in place but, for unknown reasons,
then didn’t have a formal process. It was agreed that there was a need to recognise a



legitimate query of supervision and the form that might take. A discussion took place about
who should / could have access to gate access codes, and whether or not parents could
take responsibility for supervising children, rather than it needing to be a Councillor,
although it was acknowledged that this could lead to more people knowing access codes.
Codes could be changed regularly to add an additional control. The possibility of setting up
a rota for Councillors to oversee the opening / closing of gates could be explored.

It was understood that the Academy ‘should’ have the same legal obligations as NCC but
this could be open to interpretation.

The proposal to introduce some sort of fence to divide the area could be explored.
There does not appear to be anything in place to confirm who can vary the agreement —
historically changes appear to have been made through mutual agreement, but it is not
known whether or not either party are able to simply step away from it. The PC and School
tried to engage with NCC to review and make changes / updates but NCC did not respond.
It is not known whether or not there was a duty to consult with the community before
withdrawing access, and whether or not that happened. It is not known whether Governors
were seen as representing the community and whether or not that was classed as
consultation.

Research suggests that the government are encouraging the use of school land for
community use, but this could potentially be decided at a local level. It is understood that
there may be statute in place with states schools should engage with local communities
about this.

Clir Chattin proposed two options:
a) Contact MCC as soon as possible to ascertain the current position and potential options
b) Wait until the academy have taken over the School to see what can be agreed.
RESOLUTION - it was unanimously resolved to go with option a) in the hope that
a decision may enable usage over the summer.
There was uncertainty about what form the consultation process, in terms of the school
moving to be part of the Academy, took and should have taken. It is not known whether or
not NCC have made the Academy aware of the agreement as part of the ‘handover’.
RESOLUTION - it was resolved that Clir Chattin liaise with the Chair of Governors,
and draft a letter to send to NCC to understand the current position and to identify
options for re-instating access. A meeting is to be requested. The draft will be
circulated to all Clirs for comment before submitting to NCC.

Concern was shared about the direction that communications on the WhatsApp group took,
and it was agreed that consideration must be given to ensuring that residents have the
correct information once further research has bene done as discussed. It was agreed that
some form of communication should go out to confirm factually correct historical
information, and to advise what is being done to try and reinstate access.

Finally — the success of the Open Gardens Event led to £2760 being raised through ticket
sales, refreshments etc. Over 60 people contributed to the excellent event which was very
much appreciated.

6. Date of next meeting — 7t July 2025 at 7.30pm

Meeting ended at 20.34
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