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Kirklington Parish Council Meeting 
Draft Minutes for the Parish Council meeting on 6th October 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
Attendees: Cllr Andrew Twidale (Chair), Cllr Ian Woolridge (IW), Cllr Bob Radford (RSR), Cllr Nigel Chattin (NC), Cllr 
Graeme Wheatcroft (GW), Cllr Patrick Mitchell (PM), Cllr Sarah French (SF), Helen Cowlan (HC)(Clerk), Cllr Bruce 
Laughton (BL) 
Public: Colin McGarrigle – Church Warden 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

None. 
2. Declarations of interest 

Cllr Twidale declared an interest in item 6iv) - after discussion it was resolved that there was no 
interest to declare as the item only related to an update (no decision-making required). 

3. Minutes of last meeting 
RESOLUTION - It was resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 1st September 2025 be 
approved as a true record (unanimous). 

4. Adjournment for matters to be raised by the public for future consideration, and 
County/District Councillor items. 
Cllr Laughton provided updates.  The Local Government Reorganisation – although options are still 

under review, concerns remain about how Council Tax will be distributed on resources fairly, rather 

than subsidising the City Council. One option which has not been confirmed could be to expand the 

existing City area (like a ‘doughnut’), rather than attaching districts (as they stand now).  The A614 

improvements will be going ahead although confirmation has not been received about additional 

funding for the Mickledale Lane junction which is a concern.  Highways have advised that, 

unfortunately, little can be done to address issues along Corkhill Lane.  It was also confirmed that 

average speed signage cannot be extended to the Newark side of Hockerton, nor can a reminder 

sign be placed at the bottom of the hill coming into Kirklington (in the hope of slowing traffic further). 

ACTION – Clerk to contact Cllr Rainbow to establish is additional speed checks can be 

carried out in locations in the village. 

Mr McGarrigle confirmed details for the Harvest Service as being 6pm at Church.  St Swithin’s was 

previously part of a small cluster, however, has now joined a larger group which forms a cluster of 

20, overseen by Rev. Chris.  Feedback has previously suggested that having a more permanent 

Christmas Tree, near the Churchyard boundary, could be more cost-effective longer-term, as well 

as being more visible.  Costs are approximated to be up to £800 for electrics which would need 

expert guidance / Installation.  The Parochial Church Council (PCC) confirmed it would not wish for 

works to be completed to enable power to be run as far as the boundary and would prefer the 

Christmas Tree to maintain its current position near the Church.  The Church offered to pay half of 

the costs of a tree each year. 

 

Mr McGarrigle and Cllr Laughton left the meeting at 8pm. 

5. Church Christmas Tree 
Consideration has been given to try and balance the need for prominence, villager feedback and the 
PCC’s wishes.  RESOLUTION – it was resolved that the Parish Council continue to donate 
towards the annual Christmas Tree for the Church to a value of £150 (total cost being £300). 
Proposed Cllr Radford, seconded Cllr Chattin (all). 

6. Planning  
i) 25/01463&4/AGR – former Kirklington Oilfield (Maxey’s), Hockerton Road – to determine if prior 

approval is required for an erection of a steel framed agricultural building. Outcome – prior 
approval not required (info only). 

ii) 25/01232/TWCA - Orchard Lodge, Church Lane – felling / crown reduction. Outcome – no 
objection (info only) 

iii) Top o’the Hill – review request for information from NSDC.  RESOLUTION – It was resolved that 
the Clerk to respond to NSDC to advise comment cannot be made as proposals and/or 
current status of build have not been shared; additionally, it is a concern that works seem 



 

2 

 

to have been carried out prior to permission being gained, and NSDC may need to do a site 
visit to confirm what has happened. 

iv) 25/00297/ENFC - School Lane (addition of gates to a driveway) - under review to assess what, if 
any, planning action is required (info only) 

v) 25/01445/FULM - WINGS School – erection of an animal therapy provision including associated 
animal shelter and livestock fencing to grazing paddocks. RESOLUTION – It was resolved that 
the Clerk respond to NSDC in support of proposals. 

7. Flooding 
More CCTV reviews are due to be completed, and some tree/root growth to be cut. It is expected that 

the Highways Team will give an update as needed.  Cllr Woolridge will check on the status / progress 

of works linked to the northern dyke, surface apron, and surface dressing works that are due.  It may 

be possible to link works for the village signs depending on timescales. 

8. Outstanding actions review  
Highways – Clerk to report vegetation encroachment on stretch from The Mill going up the hill into the 

village (left hand side), and area near Heron’s Gate. 

Lineage – a site meeting was held with Lineage and led to some positive conversations, and 

potential actions.  Lineage manages the site for CISCO, and doesn’t own/have responsibility for 

hauliers, although they have acknowledged issues raised.  Signage is being redesigned with input 

from residents / business owners; emergency contact phone numbers are being reviewed; another 

meeting will be held in a few weeks.  In the meantime, numbers and issues will continue to be 

logged and reported. 

9. WINGS 
No known issues. 

10. Financial matters 
i) Balances – current account £10037.20, deposit including village signs £4401.00, CIL 

£6495.90, Flood Reserves £5993.21 and £8393.11 general reserves.   
ii) Clerk payment – payment for September was approved – proposed Cllr Twidale, seconded 

Cllr Mitchell. 
Cllr Radford formally thanked Cllr Woolridge for excellent work managing the numbers / 
money. 

iii) Flood Reserves Expenditure – none made; reserve funds are healthy due to grants and 
donations; discussion took place about potential uses for the money e.g. an emergency 
pump for the Hall (once proposed works have been implemented). 

iv) Review any other payments needed since last meeting – none. 
v) Review any other payments due – Village Hall and Church payments / donations will be 

due later in the financial year. 
11. Traffic Report  

No known issues. 

12. Village Signs 

A poll on WhatsApp to gather feedback about designs for the village signs gave a good response.  

The decision showed the more traditional design colours being most popular, and there will be a 

couple of minor design changes. They could potentially be ready in the first three or four months next 

year. RESOLUTION – it was resolved that the Clerk liaise with NCC about Highways 

requirements, with Cllr Woolridge being available for a site visit. 

 

13. School Playing Field Access 
The basic proposal is for the School to charge a nominal hire fee e.g. £1.00, and the Parish Council 

then sub-let to residents wishing to use the field.  Cllr Wheatcroft advised there has, so far, been no 

evidence showing that the land was gifted to the Parish Council historically.  Cllr Radford felt unhappy 

that there is a charge (nominal or otherwise), which is duly noted.  Cllr Twidale gave formal thanks to 

Cllr Chattin for his work to restore access. RESOLUTION – it was resolved that Cllr Chattin will 

create relevant documents and hire agreement, which will be proof-read by Cllr Wheatcroft 

prior to Council approval at the next meeting.   

14. Road Sweeping 
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The main road has been swept prior to gullies being cleansed.  Paths and the road will need to be     

   swept along Southwell Road – request for the end of November (tbc). 

15. Remembrance Day Poppies 
Cllr Mitchell will put poppies up and will submit a receipt for the cable ties as needed (unanimous 

agreement). 

16. Correspondence 
i) NSDC Consultation – modifications to the Allocations & Development Plan (circulated 

ahead of meeting) - deadline 28/10. 
ii) NCC Highways – multiple overnight road closures of roads off A17 20th Oct – 10th Nov for 

resurfacing and associated works (circulated ahead of meeting). 

iii) A614/A6097 upgrade scheme – update on plans. 

iv) NCC Waste Local Plan – formally adopted (info only). 

17. Date of next meeting – confirmed as 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm  
 
 
Additionally: 
Cllr Radford confirmed that plans are in place to cut back vegetation along the southern dyke.  
Cllrs Chattin and TWidale gave formal thanks to Cllr Wheatcroft for organising a village tidy up. 
Cllr Chattin asked for everyone to think about how the remainder of CIL funding could be spend 
(Approx £6000) with ideas being reviewed at the next meeting, and residents potentially being emailed 
for their ideas too. 
An agenda item was requested for the next meeting to review dog bins. 
 
Meeting ended at 21.15. 

 

 

.............................................Chair 

 

..............................................Date 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan  Tel: 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com; 
Website: www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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