Kirklington Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 11" May 2026 (commencing 7.00pm)

Present: Cllr Andrew Twidale (Chair) ClIr lan Woolridge (Treasurer/RFO), Clir Bob Radford, Clir Patrick Mitchell, Clir Nigel
Chattin, Clir Graeme Wheatcroft, Helen Cowlan (Clerk).

Public: 2 members present

ClIr Penny Rainbow joined later in meeting - noted

1. Apologies for absence

None.
2. Minutes of last meeting

It was resolved to approve the minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th May 2025 as a true

record of the meeting — proposed Cllr Woolridge, seconded ClIr Chattin -unanimously approved.
3. Chairman’s Annual Report on behalf of the Parish Council
It is my pleasure, as Chairman of the Kirklington Parish Council, to present this report covering the past
year. Over the last twelve months, the Council has continued to work hard on behalf of residents to
represent local interests, maintain our facilities, and support the wellbeing of the parish. | would like to
thank my fellow councillors for their time, commitment, to council business, and Helen, our Clerk for her
professionalism and guidance throughout the year.
Looking through past minutes book, I first joined this council in 1999 and many of the issues we have today
mirror those back then, being traffic speeds, overgrown verges, and potholes! Key areas of focus This year
have included the ongoing maintenance of parish assets, being the Church and the Village Hall. The
Council has also considered several planning applications, carefully reviewing each one and submitting
responses that reflect the views and best interests of the parish, but one of the most important ones has
been the flood group who have had great success in protecting properties throughout the village from
flooding. Graeme and lan, please pass on my thanks to all the volunteers who have assisted you. We have
also had success in reaching an agreement to allow access back onto the school playing field which will
be important to many families this summer. We must not forget those living outside of the village, but still
within the parish, and we have assisted Belle Eau Park residents with a major issue of lorries entering the
wrong entrance. This is moving in the right direction, still an ongoing issue but with positive progression.
Community engagement has remained a priority. The Council has supported local events and worked
alongside community groups and volunteers who play an important role in parish life. These efforts help
strengthen community spirit and ensure the parish remains a positive place to live and work.
I am also pleased to report that the Council has continued to manage its finances prudently thanks to our
treasurer, lan. We have sought to maintain support to the Church and Village Hall while keeping
expenditure under close review. We have funded the work of the flooding group and to the speed watchers'
group. The precept for the coming year has been set with careful consideration, balancing financial
responsibility with the need to meet parish priorities.
I would like to thank the residents of the parish for their support and involvement throughout the year. Your
contributions, whether through attending meetings, volunteering, or simply raising issues with the Council,
are vital to our work. | would also thank my fellow councillors for freely giving up their time to attend
meetings and spend many hours working on behalf of the parish. | would also like to thank Sarah French
who has recently resigned from the council due to personal reasons, for her time and support.
I look forward to the year ahead and to continuing our efforts to serve the parish to
the best of our ability.

Andrew Twidale,
10.5.2026

Additionally, Clir Twidale gave formal thanks to Clir Mitchell for his hard work installing the poppies which
always look wonderful in the village.

4. County and District Councillor items
As no District or County Councillors were at the meeting at this point, there were no updates to give or
receive. RESOLUTION - It was resolved to return to this item if and when Clirs were able to join
later in the meeting.
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5. Open session to allow residents to raise any matters they wish the Parish Council to consider
Village emails — feedback suggested that sending agendas and minutes via email, as well as adding to
the website, would be helpful. Clerk to circulate on village email list going forward.

Speedwatch — the volunteer group carried out checks today with some drivers found to be speeding; Clir
Wheatcroft will find out what data can be obtained about the speed checks that have been carried out
recently by the Policing team.

Planning — concerns were raised about the application related to an additional dog exercise field, and
which would be taken into account when discussing the relevant agenda item as part of the ordinary
Parish Council meeting later.

Hedgerows — concerns were raised about some hedgerows encroaching footpaths/roads and affecting
visibility in the village (noting government set restrictions for cutting); the Heron’s Gate area has not
been tidied up / trimmed as yet. RESOLVED - it was resolved that an email/WhatsApp message be
circulated to residents requesting they review any areas of responsibility; it was resolved to add
the matter to June’s agenda for review; Clerk to follow up about Heron’s Gate area with NCC —
thanks were given for highlighting the issue.

Christmas Tree — ClIr Radford asked for payment approval to be added to the next agenda (Clerk to
action). Clir Wheatcroft may be in a position to offer one for free next year (2027).

Meeting ended at 1925 to start the Parish Council meetings.

Kirklington Parish Clerk: Helen Cowlan,
Tel: 07905 787086; email: kirklingtonpc@gmail.com;
Website: www.kirklingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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